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Your windows don't keep out the weather. Moisture can lead to rot, mold, and associated issues that undermine comfort and structural integrity. "Moisture is your home's greatest enemy," says Jim Eldredge, a product manager with Sears Home Services. If your windows no longer provide a
waterproof barrier between indoors and out, pursue immediate repair or replacement. The windows themselves may have failed, or the problem may be due to improper installation. Want to avoid a future recurrence? Consider that windows from Sears come with a product warranty (view
details), while the company stands behind its work with a Satisfaction Guarantee (view details). Your windows are drafty. Chilly? Don't blame the weather—blame your windows. According to Eldredge, "many people who replace their windows do so on account of drafts." As a bonus, in
addition to improving comfort, window replacement often also leads to lower monthly utility bills. In a home with drafty windows, you're paying for the HVAC system to work overtime. That's not the case with windows from Sears Home Services. Double-paned and injected with insulating
argon gas, Weatherbeater-brand windows are rated by Energy Star for their ability to eliminate uncomfortable, expensive drafts. You want to protect your furnishings. From the art on the walls to the rugs on the floor, your home contains prize possessions you've collected throughout your
life. In an effort to protect those items from the color-fading effects of UV light, many homeowners choose to upgrade their windows. Today's best options, including the Weatherbeater line from Sears Home Services, feature a low-emissivity (low-E) coating that helps block harmful UV light.
Eldredge describes it as "sunscreen for your house." You're sick of all the maintenance. Savvy homeowners know that maintaining windows benefits their appearance and longevity. Indeed, inspection and cleaning are vital in any thorough upkeep routine. Older windows don't make it easy,
though. That's why, according to Eldredge, people often insist that their replacement windows come with very few care requirements. Customers choose Weatherbeater windows from Sears Home Services not least for their no- or low-maintenance vinyl composition. Plus, their tilt-in sashes
allow for hassle-free access to the exterior glass, making cleaning a breeze. You're concerned about the security of your home. Let's face it—not everyone lives in a placid, television sitcom-like neighborhood where crime simply doesn't exist. If you live in the real world, where break-ins
occur at least on occasion, "security glass is a must," says Eldredge. Weatherbeater-brand windows from Sears Home Services are impact-resistant and include myriad design features intended to prevent access by intruders. These include, by way of example, dual-cam locks, fusion-
welded components, and a tough, durable steel-reinforced frame. You want to boost the resale value of your home. True, installing new windows calls for the homeowner to make a significant investment. At the same time, the upgrade adds a considerable amount to the value of your home.
Upon resale, Eldredge of Sears Home Services says that homeowners typically recoup more than half of what they invest in the project. Not every home improvement projects offers a favorable return on investment, Eldredge remarks, but window replacement does—"especially when you
factor in the savings of lower monthly utility bills," he concludes. Get the help you need for the home you want—sign up for the Bob Vila newsletter today! Update 7/31/2020:  Windows 8.1 is long outdated, but technically supported through 2023. If you need to download an ISO to reinstall
the full version of the operating system, you can download one from Microsoft here.If you are still using Microsoft Windows 8.1, we recommend you at least begin considering what OS you will use in the future. It’s mid-2020 and Win 8.1 will shuffle off the mortal coil in January 2023. You can
still qualify for a free upgrade to Windows 10 if you own a valid Windows 8.1 license, despite the fact that Microsoft formally ended its upgrade program five years ago. Additionally, Windows 10 has the same system requirements as Windows 8.1, so if you can run the latter, you can also run
the former.If you are somehow still stuck on Windows 8.0 and do not want to go to the hassle of a full OS swap, we recommend running Windows Update immediately and downloading all available patches for your system, including the Windows 8.1 update, which will likely be offered to
you by default. If you want to download just the Windows 8.1 update files, you can do so here.Original story below, from 2013:Windows 8.1 has been released. If you’re using Windows 8, upgrading to Windows 8.1 is both easy and free. If you’re using another operating system (Windows 7,
Windows XP, OS X), you can either buy a boxed version ($120 for normal, $200 for Windows 8.1 Pro), or opt for one of the free methods listed below. To download and install Windows 8.1 for free, follow the guide below.How to download Windows 8.1 for freeIf you don’t want to wait for
October 17 or 18, there are two options for downloading Windows 8.1: You can obtain a copy (and a license key) from a friend/colleague with an MSDN, TechNet, or DreamSpark (student) subscription, or you can download a Windows 8.1 RTM ISO from your favorite file-sharing website
(The Pirate Bay, Mega, etc.)While we’re not going to write a guide on how to obtain Windows 8.1 RTM from non-official sources, we will at least tell you to check the SHA-1 hash of the ISO that you download to make sure that it’s legitimate. If you hit up the MSDN Subscriber Downloads
page, and then click Details under the version that you’ve obtained from elsewhere, you’ll find the SHA-1 hash. If you then use File Checksum Integrity Verifier (FCIV) on the ISO, the hash should match. If it doesn’t, assume the ISO has been compromised and download another. (But do
make sure that you’re checking the right SHA-1 hash on the MSDN website; your ISO might be mislabeled).The other easier, and completely legal, option is to download the Windows 8.1 Preview from Microsoft. It’s not as snappy as the final (RTM/GA) build, though, and has quite a few
bugs/missing features. Bear in mind that if you go down this road, upgrading to a real version of Windows 8.1 will require a few more steps (discussed in the next section).How to install Windows 8.1 for freeOnce you have the Windows 8.1 ISO on your hard drive, the installation process is
painless. Before you begin, you should consider backing up your important files and documents, but it’s not really necessary. You should also ensure that you have plenty of free hard drive space (20GB+).If you’re already running Windows 8 and you downloaded the RTM ISO from
somewhere other than the Windows Store, you can install Windows 8.1 by mounting the downloaded ISO in Explorer by double-clicking it, and then running the installer. If you’re on Windows 7, XP, or (bless your soul) Vista, you’ll need to burn the ISO to a USB thumb drive or DVD, or
mount the ISO using a third-party virtual drive tool, like Magic ISO.If you already have Windows 8, and you waited for the official release date, installing Windows 8.1 is as simple as visiting the Windows Store and downloading the free update.In both these cases, the upgrade process should
be very smooth, with your apps and settings fully preserved. If you upgrade from Windows 8.1 Preview, however, you will lose your installed apps, unless you first run a cversion.ini removal utility.Once you’ve installed Windows 8.1, you should check out our extensive collection of Windows
8.1 tips and tricks, and be sure to check our Windows 8.1 review and hands-on impressions to ensure that you’re making the most of all the new features.Now Read:Sebastian Anthony wrote the original version of this article. It has since been updated with new information. vidmate install
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